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Introduction  

Ladies and Gentlemen of the Press, on behalf of the Chairman, Governing Board, 
and Management of the National Identification Authority, on behalf of the Minister 
of the Interior, Hon Ambrose Dery, and on behalf of the Private Partners of the 
National Identification System Project, the Margins Group and IMS II, I welcome all 
of you to this Press Briefing. As Ghana joins 47 other member countries of the 
ID4Africa community in the observance of today 16th September 2022 as “Identity 
Day”, let me proudly state that Ghana remains on the enviable path of attaining legal 
identity for all by 2030 in line with target 16.9 of the UN Sustainable Development 
Goals which advocates for the provision of legal identity for all, including birth 
registration.     

Today, 16th September 2022, is the day marked by 48 member countries of the 
ID4Africa movement, a Non-Governmental Organisation(NGO) which promotes the 
provision of legal identity in Africa for every Humbeing everywhere. Ghana has been 
a member of ID4Africa since 2015. The ID4Africa movement was formed 2014. It is 
a Pan-African Movement which helps African nations build the strategic capacity 
required for developing “robust and responsible identity ecosystems in the service of 
development and humanitarian action". Since its inception, ID4Africa has advocated 
identity-for-all, not just as a legal right that is consistent with the UN Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDG) (SDG 16.9), but also as a practical necessity for access to 
services. The ID4Africa community has grown to over 12,000 active experts and 
practitioners, who represent African and international governments, development 
agencies, industry, civil society, NGOs, and academia, from nearly 150 countries 
around the world. Ghana officially became a member of the ID4Africa in 2015. 
Consequently, representatives from the National Identification Authority (NIA) and 
other Ghanaian state institutions within the identity ecosystem have continued to 
attend the annual general meetings of ID4Africa. Also, two senior-level officials of the 



NIA, Miss Theresa Eson-Benjamin (Executive Assistant to the Executive Secretary) 
and Mr Reuben Tettey (Snr Officer, Biometrics & Technology) were named this year 
as representatives of  Ghana for the Ambassador Class of ID4Africa. These 
ambassadors constitute the driving force in the pursuit of the ID4Africa agenda in the 
respective member countries.  

As ID4Africa celebrates the 16th of September as an ongoing call for government 
authorities around the world towards instituting and recognizing the day as “World 
Identity Day”, it is also part of an overall strategy of emphasizing the need for nations 
around the world, particularly, in Africa for accelerating efforts towards attaining legal 
identity for all. In commemoration of the Day, ID4Africa implores member countries 
to be guided by the principles of inclusion, protection, and empowerment. Ladies and 
Gentlemen, NIA is pleased to state that  these principles are harmonious with its 
mandate  to create, maintain, provide and promote the use of national identity cards 
to advance economic, political, and social activities in the country.  

Aside this background, this press conference also allows NIA to share with you some 
of the significant milestones that we have crossed since 2021. 

Current registration statistics 

Ladies and Gentlemen of the Press, in line with the mandate of NIA, and the 
inclusivity principle of the ID4Africa, since the revamped National Identification 
System Project began in 2017, NIA has committed to creating opportunities for all 
Ghanaians, both at home and abroad, and legally resident Foreign Nationals in 
Ghana, to be enrolled onto the National Identity Register of Ghana. After the 
conclusion of a successful nationwide mass registration in September 2020, NIA in 
November 2021 established permanent 16 Regional and 276 Operational District 
offices across the country to facilitate continuous registration and the offering of other 
identity management services such as card replacement and update of personal 
information. NIA’s Foreigner Identification Management Service (FIMS) offices 
across Ghana, have also continued to register foreign nationals who are legally resident 
in Ghana. NIA will soon roll out the registration of Ghanaians under the age of 15, 
and the registration of Ghanaians abroad. When all modalities on these two phases 
of registration are finalized, NIA will put out the commencement dates. Current 
Registration statistics as of 15th September 2022, are as follows:  

1. TOTAL NEW REGISTRATION: 17, 163,081 



2. TOTAL CARDS PRINTED: 16,627,325 
3. TOTAL CARDS ISSUED: 15,869,026 
4. TOTAL NUMBER OF FOREIGNERS ENROLLED: 161,076 

Other activities the NIA has undertaken over the period include 

a. Establishment of NIA Premium Registration Centre at the NIA Head Office – 
from October 2021. This attracts a statutory fee of Ghc250. Another Premium 
Centre was established at Cal Bank Head Office in Accra in May 2022 to support 
the registration exercise; 

b. Commencement of use of Verification System Platform and Data Integration from 
4th January 2021; 

c. Establishment of 34 registration offices at GRA/Registrar-General’s Department 
(co-location) offices from 1st April 2021 to date to support the process for the use 
of the Ghana Card as one’s Tax Identification Number (TIN); 

d. Card Issuance at the Regional and District Offices from 8th November 2021 to 
date. The daily average is 7,883 cards issued; 

e. Recruitment of 1326 permanent staff for NIA Regional and District Offices – 
started in April 2021 and ended in October 2021; 

f. Ongoing issuance of printed Ghana Cards at the 16 Regional Offices and 276 
District Offices; 

g. Establishment of seven (7) temporary registration points for a two-and-a-half-
month period to support the ongoing SIM Card re-registration exercise. The 
locations were: 
1) Accra Sports Stadium 
2) El-Wak Stadium 
3) Kumasi Sports Stadium 
4) Tamale Sports stadium 
5) Cape Coast Old Catholic Church 
6) Ho Sports Stadium and  
7) Sunyani Coronation Park 

 

Regrettably, Ladies and Gentlemen of the Press, NIA was compelled to close these 
additional registration points following the announcement in March 2022 of the 
extension of SIM Card re-registration to the second deadline of 31st July 2022, a 
situation which resulted in the dramatic non-patronage of those points. With the 



approach of the new deadline of 30th September 2022, the demand for the card has 
returned and skyrocketed, triggering a need for extra-budgetary resources to 
accommodate the avalanche of demand. 

Data Harmonisation and Integration Services 

Between 2018 and 2022, NIA executed MoUs for the delivery of data 
harmonization and integration services with the following institutions: 

 

a. National Health Insurance Authority 
b. Social Security and National Insurance Trust 
c. Ghana Revenue Authority 
d. Student Loans Trust Fund 
e. Driver and Vehicle Licensing Authority 
f. The Bank of Ghana  
g. Airteltigo 
h. MTN 
i. Vodafone  
j. GLO 

 

NIA has completed data harmonization and transfer of datasets to the following 
institutions following the execution of the MoUs: 

a. GRA – a total of 15,797,860 data sets transferred  
b. SSNIT – a total of 15,412,055 datasets transferred  
c. NHIA - a total of 15,317,256 datasets transferred  
d. Airteltigo - a total of 1,766, 546 datasets transferred  
e. MTN - a total of 11,524,584 datasets transferred  
f. Vodafone - a total of 10,034,802 datasets transferred  
g. GLO - a total of 142,215 datasets transferred  

Twenty-three (23) universal banks have been successfully connected to the Verification 
System Platform. It must be appreciated that the Ghanaians who have registered but 
have not yet been issued the Ghana Cards can still be verified by the banks and 
telecommunication companies if verification devices specified by the NIA are 
available.  



Ongoing Verification Services 

Discussions are ongoing to onboard onto the Verification System Platform of the 
Lands Commission, DVLA, the Controller, and Accountant-General’s Department, 
and the National Service Scheme. Mr. Speaker, the NIA is also engaging the Electoral 
Commission, Births and Deaths Registry, Ghana Immigration Service, Passport 
Office, and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Regional Integration for similar 
purposes.  

Upcoming Activities and Outlook for 2022 - 2025 

The following are the key activities planned for the year 2022 and beyond: 

a. Registration of Ghanaians in the Diaspora, commencing from September 
2022; 

 

b. Registration and issuance of smart cards to Ghanaians below the age of 15 
years. NIA intends to register approximately 1,500,000 children in this age 
cohort by February 2022;  
 

c. Registration of Refugees in Ghana; 
 

d. Registration of Ghanaians in places of detention (prisons, mental 
hospitals/asylums); 

 
e. Continuation of Institutional and Household Registration Services; 

 

f. Continuation of onboarding processes for User Agencies;  
 

g. Provision of Identity Verification and Data Harmonisation Services to User 
Agencies; 
 

h. Maintenance of NIA’s Disaster Recovery System to support the NIS Project; 
 

i. Management and maintenance of NIA Tier-3 Data Centre; 
 

j. Completion of renovation works on the NIA Head Office Building.  
 



Thank you very much Ladies and Gentlemen of the press. I am glad to take your 
questions now.  

 


